
PARC Joint National Steering Committee June 2024

Joint National Steering Committee  Role Name Job Title Organization
AFWA Amphibian & Reptile 
Conservation Committee Chair Dave Golden Assistant Commissioner

New Jersey Division of Fish and 
Wildlife

AFWA Amphibian & Reptile 
Conservation Committee Vice‐Chair Becky Gwynn Executive Deputy Director

Virginia Department of Wildlife 
Resources

Department of Defense PARC DOD PARC Representative David McNaughton Natural Resource Specialist Department of Defense
Department of Defense PARC DOD PARC Representative Christopher Peterson Senior Natural Resources Specialist Department of Defense
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Task 
Team Junior Co‐Chair Marilyn Sobel
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Task 
Team Senior Co‐Chair Kirsten Hecht

Executive Committee State Agencies National Coordinator Kerry Wixted
Amphibian, Reptile & Invasive 
Species Program Manager

Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies

Executive Committee
Federal Agencies National 
Coordinator Michelle Christman Fish and Wildlife Biologist US Fish and Wildlife Service

Executive Committee Ex Officio Co‐Chair Becca Cozad Southwest Programs Coordinator Amphibian and Reptile Conservancy

Executive Committee Senior Co‐Chair Brad OHanlon
Reptile & Amphibian Conservation 
Coordinator

Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission

Executive Committee Junior Co‐Chair Melissa Youngquist Research Biologist Shedd Aquarium
Executive Committee DEI Representative to ExComm Mark Mandica Executive Director Amphibian Foundation
Federal Agencies Steering 
Committee Junior Co‐Chair Amy Commens‐Carson

Southern Region Fisheries Program 
Manager

US Department of Agriculture‐ 
Forest Service

Federal Agencies Steering 
Committee Senior Co‐Chair Brad Jost Wildlife Biologist Bureau of Land Management
Industry Representative Industry Representative vacant
Midwest PARC Senior Co‐Chair Travis Kurtz Community Science Coordinator John Ball Zoo
Midwest PARC Junior Co‐Chair Jennifer Lamb Associate Professor St. Cloud State University
NGO Representative NGO Representative vacant

Northeast PARC Junior Co‐Chair Kevin Oxenrider
Amphibian and Reptile Program 
Leader

West Virginia Department of 
Natural Resources

Northeast PARC Senior Co‐Chair Luke Groff Herpetologist
Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department

Northwest PARC Senior Co‐Chair Laura Sprague Fish Biologist US Fish and Wildlife Service
Northwest PARC Junior Co‐Chair Christine Parker‐Graham Veterinary Medical Officer US Fish and Wildlife Service
Southeast PARC Junior Co‐Chair Matt Atkinson Lecturer
Southeast PARC Senior Co‐Chair Ericha Shelton‐Nix
Southwest PARC Senior Co‐Chair Cristina Jones US Fish and Wildlife Service
Southwest PARC Junior Co‐Chair Jared Holmes Lead Biologist Origin Ranch
Zoo Representative Zoo Representative Shelly Grow Director of Conservation Programs Association of Zoos and Aquariums

Support Staff
PARC Social Media Specialist vacant
PARC Communications Specialist Adam Austin


