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How Turtles are Protected in Canada
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Legal vs. Illegal Trade



HOW TURTLES ARE PROTECTED IN CANADA 

Federal Agencies

Environment and Climate Change Canada

Canadian Food Inspection Agency

Federal Legislation

Wild Animal and Plant Protection and Regulation of International 

and Interprovincial Trade Act (WAPPRIITA)

Species at Risk Act (SARA)

Health of Animals Act

Provincial Agencies
Provinces have their own legislation regarding the protection of 

turtles



PRIORITY SPECIES IN CANADA

Native Turtles to Canada

Eastern snapping turtle *

Spiny softshell turtle *

Eastern musk turtle *

Spotted turtle

Blanding’s turtle

Wood turtle 

Northern map turtle

All of the species listed above are CITES listed and afford 

protection under SARA



PRIMARY CONSUMERS

Primary Users: PET TRADE

Commercial Pet Trade:

The commercial importation is controlled by CFIA and is prohibited 

due to health concerns 

Largely supplied by illegal imports

Believe most captive-bred turtles trace back to specimens that 

entered Canada illegally

Importation of turtles is also regulated by ECCC by WAPPRIITA



PRIMARY CONSUMERS (CONT’D)

Primary Users: FOOD MARKET

Consumed:

Harvesting of native species for food (mandate of the provinces for 

the most part, except federal land)

Importation of illegally harvested turtles for restaurants and markets



LEGAL VS. ILLEGAL TRADE

Sold online on reptile forums and online classified 

advertising website

Legal?

Captive Breeding

Are a number of captive breeders in Canada but where are their 

breeding adults from?

Are the species being called captive bred actually captive bred?

Some sales are being called CH (captive hatched)



LEGAL VS. ILLEGAL TRADE (CONT’D)

Illegal Trade:

Incentive is money

Illegal trade can be illegal harvest, sale, import, export etc.

Smuggling across international borders can be through mail, 

courier, commercial (freight) or on the person or their conveyance



LEGAL VS. ILLEGAL TRADE (CONT’D)

USA vs. Canada Price Comparison (as of Feb 12/24):

Albino red-ear slider 
hatchling

USA $50

Canada $500

Keeled box turtle
USA $700

Canada $1200

Diamondback terrapin
USA $125

Canada $800
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