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What makes illegal turtle 
trade complex?
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Who are we?

Two dozen members, 
representing 12 different 
organizations – federal 
state, academic, 
nongovernmental in U.S. 
and Canada



Interests and expertise

Environmental anthropology, 
environmental education, 
conservation criminology, cross-
disciplinary collaboration, wildlife 
cybercrime, human dimensions of 
conservation, social media, 
ecology, media relations, live 
animal trade, and more!



Purpose

Apply best practices 
from the social 
sciences and 

communications to…



• Understand how 
people affect and are 
affected by the illegal 
turtle trade



• Understand how 
people affect and are 
affected by the illegal 
turtle trade

• Engage with priority 
audiences to reduce 
the illegal turtle trade



Keeping people and their wellbeing, 
alongside that of turtles, 

at the forefront of our efforts
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HIGHLIGHTS



Strategic direction 

GOALS

ACTIONS

1. CCITT strategic planning  
2. Research and development  

3. Outreach and communications  
4. Organizational capacity building and 

sustainability  



Consistent messaging

o Communications 
guidance

o Annual outreach 
campaign

It’s coming…

Wild Turtle Week 2024!
(June 10-14)



Silo busting
o Demonstrate 

relevance of social 
science

o Ensure cross-
disciplinary strategies 
include social science



Connect with us!
CCITT Human Dimensions Working Group Co-Chairs:

Emily Horton, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
International Affairs, Combating Wildlife Trafficking 

Branch: emily_horton@fws.gov

Bridget Macdonald, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office 
of Communications: bridget_macdonald@fws.gov


