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AFWA Resolution 2022-01-04
In Support of Enhancing Regulatory, Collaborative, and Strategic Capacity to 
Combat the Illegal Trade in Turtles

• WHEREAS, turtles are one of the most vulnerable vertebrate groups 
worldwide, and unsustainable take is a significant threat to turtle species; 

• WHEREAS, delayed maturation, small clutch sizes, low embryonic and 
juvenile survival rates, and increased vulnerability of nesting females can 
predispose turtle populations to rapid declines following loss of adults; 

Problem Statement



AFWA Resolution 2022-01-04

• WHEREAS, natural resource management agencies are making considerable efforts 
to reverse turtle population declines by collaboratively developing model legislative 
and regulatory language, convening workshops and conferences designed to assess 
regulatory, capacity, and funding needs, population statuses and limiting factors, 
developing confiscation and repatriation plans, and taking law enforcement actions;

• WHEREAS, these efforts are sustained by leadership support and coordination 
between biological, law enforcement, and legal and policy personnel, including 
through directed training, skills development, and information-sharing;

• WHEREAS, agencies can benefit from consulting experts on aspects of prosecutions 
such as species identification, handling protocols, and managing evidence;

The Collaborative Approach



AFWA Resolution 2022-01-04

• NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that AFWA recognizes that the illegal trade in 
turtles is a significant threat to native turtle species that natural resource management 
agencies are entrusted to manage and conserve;

• BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that AFWA urges agencies to identify enforcement of laws 
and regulations for the conservation of native turtles as an important law enforcement 
priority, communicate the urgency of this priority to prosecutors, judges, and other 
arms of law enforcement, and engage with federal partners to make use of 
enforcement tools available including the Lacey Act, other federal statutes, and the 
IWVC;

• BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that model language and reports on regional needs 
emphasize the clarification of agency functions in conserving turtles

Identifying a Path Forward



AFWA Model Statutory Language
Statement of policy

• Highlight:
• Benefits of healthy and abundant herpetofauna to the State
• History of successful wildlife conservation programs within the State 
• Policy of conservation of all wildlife in perpetuity for the enjoyment of 

the people

• Focus on:
• Importance of amphibians and reptiles to the State’s ecosystems
• Existing needs and gaps, whether regulatory, capacity, or financial



AFWA Model Statutory Language
Definitions
• “Wildlife” means all wild birds, mammals, fish, reptiles, amphibians and other wild aquatic 

forms, and all other animals which normally can be found in the wild state, regardless of 
classification, whether resident, migratory or imported, protected or unprotected, dead or 
alive, and shall extend to and include any and every part of any individual species of wildlife, 
whether or not bred, hatched, or born in captivity, and including any part, product, egg, or 
offspring thereof” (OK)

• “Wildlife” means all species of invertebrates, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals 
which are wild by nature. (CT)

• “Wildlife” means all wild birds, mammals, fish, reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates 
which are found in the wild state, and shall extend to and include any and every part of any 
individual species of wildlife, including any part, product, egg, or offspring thereof. (MIX)



AFWA Model Statutory Language
Authority to regulate take, possession, scientific collection, 
commercial use

• Prohibitions: Take, possess, hunt, fish, trap … personal use, export, sale, 
commercial purposes … Commission, Department, Board

• Legal harvest: Commission, Department, Board … legal harvest seasons by 
rule or regulation … license requirements, season dates, bag limits, 
methods of take, areas of harvest, reporting requirements

• Scientific study: Commission, Department, Board … revocable licenses for 
scientific study … criteria for licenses, application procedures, revocation 
procedures
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