
Winner: This adult male Gilbert’s Skink was found under a rock in Blue Oak (Quercus douglasii) woodland habitat in the northern Sierra Nevada foot-
hills of California by photographer Jackson D. Shedd. Although not recognized as a declining or threatened species, the Gilbert’s Skink is very poorly 
known, despite how common this species can be in many areas. Recent genetic work indicates that the taxon currently recognized as Plestiodon 
“gilberti” may comprise numerous species. Such a species split would mean that the range for each of these evolutionary species would become 
greatly reduced, each confined to much smaller areas. 



Runner-up:  As part of a research project, 
Nathan Gregory observed these Santa Fe 
Marine Iguanas (Amblyrhynchus cristatus) 
sunning themselves along the rocky coasts 
of Santa Fe Island (Galápagos Islands, Ecua-
dor). The Santa Fe Marine Iguana is classi-
fied as vulnerable by the IUCN. Oil spills and 
other forms of ocean pollution threaten their 
food sources, as do El Niño events. Marine 
iguanas will be sensitive to climate change. 
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